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NANTWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  T.  Turner. 

Population  at  Census — 22,908. 

Estimated  Population  at  middle  of  1898 — 23,580. 

Area  in  Acres — 98,458, 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  living — 25’9. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  living — 14*1 . 

Death-rate  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases— IT. 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births — 104, 

Four  Townships  (Tiverton,  Tilstone  Fearnall,  Beeston,  and  Burwardsley)  were  taken  from  the  Nantwich 
Rural  Sanitary  District  and  added  to  the  Tarvin  Rural  Sanitary  District  on  July  1st,  1892.  Parts  of  three 
Townships  (Coppenhall  Church,  Sliavington-cum-Gresty,  and  Wistaston)  were  taken  from  the  Nantwich 
Rural  Sanitary  District  and  added  to  the  Borough  of  Crewe,  by  Local  Government  Order  (duly  confirmed), 
which  came  into  operation  on  November  9th,  1892.  The  area  and  population  of  the  Nantwich  Rural  District 
have,  therefore,  since  the  Census,  been  reduced  as  follows 


Nantwich  R.  S.  D.  in  1891 

Less  portion  added  to  Tarvin  R.  S.  D. 

Less  portion  added  to  Borough  of  Crew6  ... 

Area  in  Acres. 

104,932 

5,617 

857 

Population  at  Census. 

28,326 

1,401 

4,022 

Nantwich  R.  S.  D. 

98,458 

22,903 

In  1898  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was  613,  and  the  number  of  deaths  registered  as 
occurring  in  the  district  was  344.  In  calculating  the  death-rate  account  has  been  taken  of  11  deaths 
occun’ing  outside  the  district  among  persons  belonging  thereto,  and  a  deduction  has  been  made  for  the  21 
deaths  occurring  in  the  Men’s  Hospital  at  the  Workhouse  among  residents  of  the  Borough  of  Crewe  and  of 
the  Nantwich  Urban  District.  The  deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among  persons  belonging  thereto 
were  the  following : — 

1  death  at  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

3  deaths  at  the  Chester  County  Asylum. 

7  deaths  at  the  Nantwich  Workhouse  Women’s  Hospital. 

The  whole  district,  for  registration  purposes,  has  been  divided  into  4  sub-districts.  These  are  as  follows: — 

1. — Crewe,  having  an  area  of  31,145  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  11,340.  It  includes 
Warmingham,  Haslington,  Barthomley,  Crewe  (taking  in  Crewe  Green),  Willaston,  Weston, 
Basford,  Rope,  Stapeley,  Walglierton,  Wybunbury,  Hough,  Chorlton,  Lea,  Blakenhall, 
Bridgemere,  Checkley-cum-Wrineliill.  Hunsterson,  Doddington,  Hatherton,  Batherton,  and  parts 
of  Coppenhall  Church,  Sbavington-cum-Gresty,  and  Wistaston. 
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2.  — Nantwich,  having  an  area  of  21,300  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,528.  It  includes  Coole 

Pilate,  Austerson,  Baddingtou,  Edleston,  Burland,  Faddiley,  Brindley,  Acton,  Henhull,  Hurleston, 
Poole,  Stoke.  Cholmondeston,  Aston-juxta-Mondrum,  Worleston,  Alvaston,  Woolstanwood, 
Leighton,  and  Minehull  Yernon. 

3.  — Bunhury,  having  an  area  of  15,845  acres,  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,105.  It  includes 

Minshull  Church,  Wettenhall,  Bunbury,  Alpraham,  Calveley,  Wardle,  Haughton,  Spurs  tow, 
Ridley,  and  Peckforton. 

4.  — Wrenbury,  having  an  area  of  30,168  acre3,  and  an  estimated  population  of  5,597.  It  includes 

Chorley,  Wrenbury-cum-Frith,  Woodcott,  Broomhall,  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley,  Sound,  Audlem, 
Buerton,  Hankelow,  Baddiley,  Newhall,  Cholmondeley,  Egerton,  Bickerton,  and  Bulkeley. 

The  birth-rates  for  these  four  districts  have  been  respectively  27’4,  25*4,  25*7,  and  23*5.  The  death- 
rates  for  the  same  districts  have  been  respectively  14*1,  14*7,  17*0,  and  11*7. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  entire  district  was  2*0  below  the  mean  birth-rate  for  the  six  years  1892-97,  and 
the  death-rate  was  0*5  below  the  mean  death-rate  for  the  same  six  years. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  was  respectively  141,  175,138, 
and  179.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  four  quarters  was  respectively  124,  84,  67,  and  69. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Sixty-four  of  the  deaths  registered  were  those  of  children  under  a  year  old. 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — Convulsions,  5  ;  Inanition,  1  ;  Jaundice,  1 ;  Marasmus,  3  ;  Measles, 
2  ;  Asphyxia,  1 ;  Bronchitis  aud  Pneumonia,  17  ;  Debility,  3;  Diarrhoea,  5  ;  Dentition,  4  ;  Premature  Birth, 
8  ;  Tabes  Mesenterica,  3  ;  Rickets,  1 ;  Deformities,  3:  “  Natural  Causes,”  1  ;  “  Feverish  Cold,”  1  ;  Phthisis,  1  ; 
Whooping  Cough,  3;  Tubercular  Meningitis,  1.  Forty-three  of  the  deaths  occurred  among  children  less  than 
six  months  old. 

DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASE— 

(a)  Scarlet  Fever. — Four  deaths  were  registered  as  being  caused  by  this  disease.  Of  these  two 
occurred  at  Burland  in  January,  in  the  case  of  childreu  aged  respectively  5  years  aud  16  months. 
On*  occurred  at  Edleston  in  May,  in  a  child  aged  7  years,  and  one  occurred  at  Haslington  in 
January,  in  a  child  aged  23  months. 

(J>)  Typhoid  Fever. — Five  persons  died  from  this  disease  during  the  year.  They  were  as  follows  : — 
One  at  Baddington  in  January,  aged  15  years  ;  one  at  Dodcott-cum-Wilkesley  in  March,  aged  20 
years  ;  one  at  Chbrley  in  October,  aged  27  years  ;  one  at  Chorley  in  November,  aged  64  years  ; 
and  one  at  Haslington  in  October,  aged  47  years. 

(c)  Diphtheria  and  Croup. — Two  deaths  resulted  from  the  above  causes.  They  wrere  as  follows : — 

One  death  from  croup  at  Audlem  in  January,  and  one  death  from  diphtheria  at  Haslington  in 
February. 

(d)  Measles. — Three  deaths  were  registered  as  resulting  from  this  cause,  viz.  : — A  child  aged  18 

months  at  Worleston  in  June,  a  child  aged  9  months  at  Buerton  in  June,  and  a  child  aged  11 

months  at  Hatherton  in  March.  The  deaths  were  in  each  case  due  to  respiratory  complications. 

(<’)  Whooping  Cough. — Four  deaths  resulted  from  this  cause.  They  were  as  follows : — A  child  aged 

1  month  at  Audlem  in  September,  a  child  aged  7  months  at  Audlem  in  October,  a  child  aged  16 

months  at  Dodcott  in  December,  and  a  child  aged  7  months  at  Audlem  in  December. 

(/)  Diarkhcea. — Eight  deaths  resulted  from  this  cause.  They  were  as  follows  : — A  child  aged  23 
months  at  Stoke  in  August,  one  aged  13  months  at  Poole  in  September,  one  aged  1  month  at 
Leighton  in  December,  one  aged  4  months  at  Audlem  in  September,  a  man  aged  59  years  at 
Alpraham  in  September,  a  child  aged  25  days  at  Peckforton  in  September,  a  man  aged  60  years  at 
Church  Coppenliall  in  September,  and  a  child  aged  1  month  at  Willaston  in  December. 


('/)  Influenza. — During  tlie  year  seven  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  cause.  Of  these  six  were  over  live 
years  of  age,  and  one  was  under  that  age.  The  death-rate  from  the  disease  was  (h29  per  1,000 
living  at  all  ages. 


LONG  DISEASES. — The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  among  persons  belonging  to  the  Rural 
District  was  23.  This  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  O' 97  per  1,000  living  at  all  ages.  This  is  not  a  high  death- 
rate  ;  the  death  rate  for  the  whole  country  during  the  five  years  1886-90  was  1*64.  It  is  higher,  however,  by 
0'3  than  during  1897.  Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  caused  the  deaths  of  64  persons  belonging  to  the 
Rural  District.  The  death-rate  from  this  group  of  diseases  was  2  7,  which  is  lower  by  0*5  than  in  1897. 

HEART  DISEASE. — The  number  of  deaths  from  heart  diseases  among  rural  residents  was  45.  This  is 
equal  to  a  death-rate  of  1*9  per  1,000  living  at  ali  ages.  This  is  higher  by  03  than  in  1897. 


DEATHS  FROM  INJCJ RIES.  —Three  deaths  were  ascribed  to  injuries.  The  causes  of  death  as  slated 
by  the  Coroner  after  holdiug  inquests,  were  as  follows  : — 


“Accidental”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  cases. 

“Burns”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lease. 


CORONER’S  INQUESTS. — Inquests  were  held  during  the  year  in  12  cases,  viz.,  in  3  cases  of  injury 
and  9  cases  of  sudden  death  from  other  causes.  In  the  cases  of  injury  the  causes  of  death  were  as  above 
stated.  In  the  other  cases  the  verdicts  were  as  follows  : — (1)  Natural  causes,  precise  cause  not  known. 
(2)  Natural  causes,  probably  heart  disease.  (3)  Natural  causes.  (4)  Natural  causes,  namely  heart  disease. 
(5)  Natural  causes,  probably  dropsy.  (6)  Natural  causes,  probably  syncope.  (7)  Asphyxia  during  birth.  (8) 
Died  suddenly  from  syncope  during  confinement.  (9)  Found  dead  on  sofa  at  his  lodgings,  apparently 
suffocated  while  in  drink. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. — No  uncertified  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  either 
a  certificate  from  a  legally  qualified  medical  practitioner  or  from  the  Coroner,  after  inquest,  was  forthcoming. 


SICKNESS. — In  all,  142  cases  of  infectious  disease  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  year.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 


94  cases. 
20  „ 


Total  ...  142  cases. 


Of  these  141  cases  were  reported  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  and  one  case  (of  Croup) 
was  discovered  in  the  mortality  returns,  and  had  not  previously  been  notified.  The  following  is  a  short 
account  of  the  incidence  of  the  various  diseases  in  the  townships  of  the  district :  — 


(a)  Scarlet  Fever.-—  In  January,  four  cases  were  reported  from  Haslington,  three  from  Hurleston,  one 
from  Wettenhall,  five  from  Burland,  one  from  Wdlaston,  and  two  from  Wrenbury.  In  February, 
one  case  was  reported  from  Haslington,  one  each  from  Burland,  Willaston,  and  Edleston,  four 
from  Wistaston,  and  three  from  Audlern.  In  March,  three  cases  were  reported  from  Haslington, 
and  one  each  from  Weston,  Blakenhall,  and  Buerton.  In  April,  one  case  was  notified  from 
Willaston,  and  five  each  from  Newhall  and  Peckforton.  In  May,  seven  cases  were  notified  from 
Weston,  and  one  each  from  Wistaston  and  Haslington.  In  June,  two  cases  were  reported  from 
Burland.  In  July,  ten  cases  were  reported  from  Burland,  and  one  from  Wistaston.  In  August, 
three  cases  were  reported  from  Hurleston.  In  September,  three  cases  occurred  at  Blakenhall,  and 
one  at  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill.  In  October,  there  were  two  cases  at  Faddile}q  one  at  Wistaston, 
seven  at  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill,  and  two  at  Burland.  In  November,  single  cases  were  reported 
from  Haslington,  Faddiley,  and  Poole,  and  two  from  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill.  In  December, 
single  cases  occurred  at  Haslington  and  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill.  'lire  cases  at  Blakenhall  and 
Checkley-cum-Wrinehill  were  among  children  attending  Betley  School,  and  appeared  to  have 
been  infected  there. 
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(, b )  Diphtheria  and  Croup. — In  January,  four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  from  Alpraham,  and 
single  cases  from  Spurstow  and  Haslington.  In  February,  a  case  was  reported  from  Haslington. 
In  °March,  a  single  case  occurred  at  Spurstow.  In  May,  a  case  occurred  at  Haughton.  In 
October,  two  cases  of  croup  were  reported  from  Willaston,  and  a  case  of  diphtheria  from  Poole. 
In  November,  a  case  occurred  at  Warmingham,  and  two  at  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill.  In  December, 
two  cases  occurred  at  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill.  The  cases  at  Checkley-cum-Wrinehill  were 
really  part  of  an  epidemic  which  was  prevalent  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  in  the  adjacent 
part  of  the  Newcastle  Rural  District. 

(c)  Enteric  Fever. — In  February,  a  case  of  this  disease  occurred  at  Baddington,  the  cause  being 

doubtful.  In  March,  a  case  was  reported  from  Newhall,  the  cause  also  being  doubtful.  In 
April,  a  case  was  reported  from  Haslington.  In  September,  a  case  occurred  at  Chorley,  in  a 
young  man  who  apparently  derived  his  infection  from  Hanley,  Staffordshire.  In  October,  a  case 
occurred  at  Weston,  and  a  case  at  Haslington,  in  a  man  who  had  been  engaged  in  emptying  cess¬ 
pools  at  Crewe  Hall.  In  November,  another  case  occurred  at  Chorley.  The  patient  was  the 
father  of  the  young  man  above-mentioned,  and  apparently  derived  his  infection  from  his  case.  A 
case  also  was  reported  from  Haslington,  and  was  removed  to  the  Crewe  Isolation  Hospital. 

(d)  Erysipelas. — During  the  year  cases  were  reported  from  Church  Coppenhall,  Shavington,  Stoke, 

Audlem,  Alvaston,  Chorlton,  Barthomley,  Haughton,  Faddiley,  Edleston,  Checkley,  Wistaston, 
and  Bur  land. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. — The  same  methods  as  in  former  years  have  been  employed  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  sick  from  infectious  disease.  School  closure  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

ISOLATION  OF  THE  INFECTIOUS  SICK. — The  means  of  isolating  infectious  cases  are  at  present 
defective.  In  most  cases  they  have  to  be  isolated  at  home,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that,  in  cottages  at  all 
events,  isolation  is  only  partially  obtainable.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the  Crewe  Corporation  will, 
if  they  have  room,  receive  cases  from  the  Rural  District  into  their  Hospital  on  payment  of  four  guineas  per  week 
per  case.  I  am  convinced  that  a  small  Isolation  Hospital  situated  near  Nantwich  would  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  district,  and  would  suggest  that  the  best  method  of  providing  this  would  be  by  combination  with  the 
Nantwich  Urban  District  Council.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fees  payable  to  the  Crewe  Corporation  are  so 
high  as  to  be  prohibitive  except  in  special  cases. 

DISINFECTION. — One  of  the  needs  of  this  District  is  a  proper  disinfecting  apparatus.  I  am  convinced 
that  such  an  apparatus  would  be  of  the  utmost  value,  and  that  it  might  be  provided  at  a  reasonable  cost. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. — The  River  Weaver  is  still  seriously  polluted  by  the  sewage  of  Nantwich  and 
Crewe.  The  Rural  District  Council  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  deal  with  pollutions  of  streams  by  the 
drainage  of  farms,  cottages,  &c.,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  good  work  has  been  done  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. — Although  only  comparatively  few  houses  have  been  coupled  up  with  the  mains 
during  the  year,  a  large  amount  of  good  work  has  been  done,  and  several  townships  are  now  awaiting  the  lay¬ 
ing  of  water  mains.  These  are  Spurstow,  Cholmondeley,  EgertoD,  Calveley,  and  Alpraham.  The  question  of 
the  improvement  of  the  water  supply  of  Audlem  still  awaits  solution. 

DRAINAGE. — The  question  of  the  drainage  of  the  larger  villages  is  becoming  rather  a  pressing  one.  At 
present  they  are  drained  into  cesspools,  and  as,  in  many  cases,  the  gardens  are  too  small  to  purify  the  sewage 
when  the  cesspool  is  emptied,  and  as  the  occupiers  have  often  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination  to  empty 
the  cesspools,  overflows  into  the  nearest  ditch  are  put  in,  and  nuisance  necessarily  arises.  I  am  convinced 
that  it  is  the  fact  that  the  larger  villages  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council’s  mains,  and  not  from  local 
wells,  that  has  prevented  the  matter  from  pressing  most  urgently  for  solution  long  ago.  The  villages  that 
specially  need  attention  are  Audlem,  Willaston,  Haslington,  Shavington,  Church  Coppenhall,  and  Bunbury. 
Seeing  that  the  purification  of  sewage  now  appears  to  be  becoming  much  simpler  and  less  expensive  than 
formerly,  the  question  will  be  much  more  easily  dealt  with  than  it  would  have  been  some  years  ago. 

I  append  the  usual  statistical  tables  and  also  the  Report  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Davenport,  Surveyor  and  Inspector 
to  the  Rural  District  Council. 


Nantwich;  March  4th,  1899. 


R.  T.  TURNER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I  A  Table  of  DEATHS  daring  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Nanlwich  Rural  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Stale  wlielLer  “  Kotitication  of  Infectious  Disease”  is  compulsory  iu  Hie  District— Yes.  Since  when?  April  oth,  1897.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District.  Crewe  Isolation  Hopital  occasionally  used. 
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SURVEYOR  AND  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT, 

1898. 


INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. — In  connection  with  the  ordinary  inspection  of  premises,  statutory 
notices  have  been  served  with  respect  to  02  houses.  New  drainage  has  been  put  down  for  49  houses.  New 
privies  and  covered  ashpits  have  been  erected  or  old  ones  altered  at  25  houses.  Other  permanent  sanitary 
improvements  have  been  made  at  18  houses,  and  various  nuisances  not  included  under  other  heads  have  been 
abated  at  14  houses.  In  45  cases  the  nuisances  have  either  not  already  been  abated  or  are  waiting  re-inspec¬ 
tion.  Some  nuisances  have  been  abated  without  statutory  notices.  No  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation. 

KIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION  ACTS. — Inspections  in  Spurstow  and  Haughton  townships 
have  been  undertaken  under  instructions  from  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Committee,  and  thirteen  notices 
have  been  issued  with  respect  to  pollutions  of  brooks  reported.  No  re-inspections  have  yet  been  made. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. — In  connection  with  the  Scavenging  Contract  in  Haslington,  584  inspections 
have  been  made,  in  Willaston  1,013,  in  Shavington  500,  and  in  Audlem  396,  making  a  total  of  3,043  inspec¬ 
tions  during  the  year,  which  shows  an  increase.  The  work  has  generally  been  fairly  carried  out  by  the  various 
contractors. 

1 

WATER  'SUPPLY. — Forty-five  houses  have  been  newly  supplied  with  water  from  public  mains  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  8,393  houses  supplied  in  this  Rural  District  during  the  last  21  years  from  township 
mains.  1,667  yards,  or  nearly  a  mile  of  new  water  mains  have  been  laid,  making  a  total  of  nearly  123  miles 
of  water  mains  laid  in  the  district  since  1878.  New  mains  are  now  being  laid  in  Spurstow,  Church  Minshull, 
Alpraham,  and  Calveley,  and  Government  inquiries  have  been  held  with  respect  to  the  water  supply  of 
Egerton  and  extensions  in  Ckolmondeley.  There  have  been  46  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Water 
Act,  1878,  with  respect  to  new7  houses.  95  notices  referring  to  130  houses  have  been  served  after  inspections 
made  under  this  Act.  After  re-inspection  it  was  found  that  seven  new  water  supplies,  apparently  good,  had 
been  put  down  in  consequence  of  the  notices.  Nothing  had  been  done  in  connection  with  47  notices;  11  cases 
are  waiting  re-inspection.  In  three  instances  a  right  to  use  other  pumps  had  beeu  acquired  in  response  to  the 
notices.  Eight  attempts  to  put  down  new  pumps  or  improve  private  water  supplies  resulted  more  or  less  in 
failure,  aud  19  houses  at  Cox  Bank,  Audlem,  are  dependent  on  the  dip  well  there,  which  has  been  improved. 
Nine  waters  have  been  analysed — two  proved  good,  three  were  of  second-class  quality,  and  four  were  bad. 
New  pumps  have  been  put  down  and  water  supplies  improved  in  a  few  instances  irrespective  of  this  Act. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. — Une  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  visited 
during  the  year,  papers  and  instructions  given,  and  disinfectants  distributed. 

DAIRIES^  AND  COWSHEDS.  -The  notices  under  the  Dairies  Order  w7hich  the  Council  had  caused  to 
be  posted  on  the  Avails  throughout  the  district  early  in  the  year  resulted  in  many  milksellers  registering  that 
had  not  before  been  on  the  list.  Other  engagements  have  much  interfered  with  special  inspections  of  dairies 
aud  cowsheds,  but  any  available  time  has  been  given  to  the  work. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSE'S. — No  new  slaughter-house  has  beeu  licensed  during  the  year,  but  inspections 
resulted  in  prosecutions  in  two  cases  for  using  a  building  as  a  slaughter-house  without  the  same  having  been 
duly  licensed,  and  in  both  cases  convictions  were  obtained. 

CANAL  BOATS. — A  copy  of  the  annual  report  to  the  Local  Government  Board  is  attached  to  this  report. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. — Seventy-six  plans  for  new  buildings  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Council  during 
1898,  making  a  total  of  1,915  plans  for  new  buildings  passed  in  the  district  since  these  urban  powers  were 
granted.  New  buildings  have  to  be  inspected  during  erection  and  after  completion. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. — Legal  proceedings  have  only  been  taken  twice  during  the  year,  and  these 
were  in  connection  with  slaughter-houses.  Convictions  wore  obtained  in  both  cases. 

GENERAL. — Inspections  have  been  made  for  the  Boarding-out  Committee,  and  reports  furnished. 
Reports  from  Parish  Councils  have  caused  a  certain  amount  of  additional  work.  Sewage  schemes  for  Winterley 
and  Haslington  are  under  consideration,  and  plans  and  sections  were  taken  for  the  sewerage  of  Wrenbury 
Village,  and  reports  made  upon  the  sewerage  of  Audlem.  Some  additional  sewers  have  been  laid  at  Bradfield 
Green,  Minsbull  Vernon.  Pipes  have  been  inspected  and  tested  at  Dudley  for  the  water  works.  The  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  water  works,  and  of  public  lighting  in  various  townships,  has  been  duly  attended  to.  One 
thousand  four  hundred  and  six  letters  have  been  written  during  the  year. 


February,  1899. 


JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS  UNDER  THE  CANAL  BOATS  ACTS 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


1 

I 

The  number  ofBoats  inspected  during  the  year  1898  has  been  fifty.  Twenty-eight  boats  were  found  to 
be  in  proper  order  and  in  accordance  with  the  regulations,  and  in  conuection  with  the  remaining  twenty-two 
boats  forty-five  complaints  have  been  registered.  There  was  absence  of  certificate  in  three  boats — the 
“David,”  the  “Clara,”  and  the  “Seal.”  The  certificate  on  board  the  “  Caballeros”  did  not  identify 
either  the  owner  or  the  boat.  Boats  were  wrongly  marked  in  three  instances — the  “Ram,”  the 
“  Caballeros,”  and  tike  “  Etruria.”  There  was  one  slight  case  of  overcrowding  on  the  “  Daw.”  In  one 
case  too,  the  “  Seal,”  there  was  a  female  over  12  years  of  age  improperly  occupying  cabin.  Com¬ 
plaints  of  want  of  'cleanliness  have  been  made  as  to  six  boats,  and  of  want  of  paint  in  five  boats.  The 
ventilation  of  the  ca|ins  was  generally  satisfactory.  Proper  water  vessels  had  not  been  provided  on  seven 
boats — the  “  Roden, V  “  Tanat,”  “  Falcon,”  “Tanat,”  (2nd  inspection),  “Morton,”  “Clara,”  and  “Ostrich.” 
Fifteen  boats  required  repairs  of  various  kinds.  Bilge  water  was  removed  as  required.  The  practical 
refusal  of  the  captain  of  the  “  Caballeros  ”  to  wait  whilst  I  properly  inspected  his  boat  was  the  only 
instance  where  therfe  was  anything  like  a  refusal  to  admit  me  to  inspect  a  boat.  Bulkheads  were  in  all 
cases  in  order.  A  case  of  erysipelas  on  the  boat  “Express”  was  the  only  notifiable  disease  found  on 
any  boat  during  the  year.  The  patient  was  removed  from  the  boat  to  his  house  at  Barbridge.  In  all 
cases  where  infringements  of  the  Acts  have  been  noted,  communications  have  been  made  to  the  owners  of 
the  boats,  and  they  have  in  all  cases  readily  promised  to  put  right  whatever  has  been  shown  to  be 
wroDg,  and  the  carrying  out  of  most  of  these  promises  has  since  been  notified.  The  owners  of  the 
“Caballeros”  sent  tlieir  new  certificate  to  show  that  the  boat  had  been  properly  registered,  and  the  captain 
sent  a  written  apology  for  not  stopping  as  requested  to  have  his  boat  inspected  when  it  w^as  evident  that 
there  were  circumstances  justifying  the  demand,  and  the  Council  accepted  that  apology  (sent  through  the 
owners)  on  the  ground  that  it  was  the  first  case  of  its  kind  within  the  experience  of  the  Council,  On  second 
inspections,  in  some  cases,  all  that  was  necessary  did  not  appear  to  have  been  done,  although  the  boats 
had  been  to  the  dock.  There  appeared  to  have  been  too  great  a  hurry  in  getting  the  boats  from  the  dock. 
I  have  complained  about  this,  and  I  think  there  will  be  an  improvement  in  future.  Other  boats  re-inspected 
have  been  found  in  excellent  order.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 
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Twenty-six  boats  were  the  “homes  ”  of  the  captains  and  those  who  lived  upon  them,  and  twenty-four 
captains  had  homes  apart  from  their  boats.  Twenty-three  boats  had  women  on  board  and  fourteen  of  these 
had  children  also  on  board.  Two  boats  had  children  on  board  without  women.  Twenty-five  boats  bad  no 
women  or  children  onjboard.  There  were  26  women  on  the  28  boats  and  28  children  on  the  14  boats  before 
referred  to.  Thirteeii  of  these  children  were  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  years  and  ten  were  children  of  five 
years  old  and  under.  I 

JOHN  ALDERSEY  DAVENPORT, 

i 

i  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 


January,  1899.  ) 
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